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Mayor Dave Olson called the City Council meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. December 18, 2019 with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Council present:  Mayor David Olson, Emily Krage, Cody Mathers, Tony Schultz and Cheryl Sanden.  Staff present: Chris Peterson, Suzie Peterson, Randy Thesing and Michelle Quinn.

Public Comment: None

Copier: Motion by Schultz, seconded by Sanden to authorize further negotiation and to accept either the quote from Tri State Business Machines or Loffler for a reconditioned copier and corresponding service and maintenance agreement. Motion carried unanimously.

Health Insurance Offerings: Motion by Mathers, seconded by Schultz to offer both BlueCross Blue Shield Plan 627 and Plan 624 as presented and to confirm the HRA of $1,900 per employee for eligible medical expenses regardless of plan election with no carry over and unused funds remain with the city. Motion carried with Krage abstaining.

Nature Center Committee Member: It was agreed that Mayor Olson would attend the upcoming Friends of the Nature Center meeting to be held Thursday, December 19, 2019 as council’s representative.

General Obligation Bond Financed Property Certification: Motion by Schultz, seconded by Sanden to authorize the signatures of Mayor Olson and Administrator Quinn on the General Obligation Bond Financed Property Certification related to the Water Treatment Plant. Motion carried unanimously.

Minutes: Motion by Mathers, seconded by Krage to approve the minutes of the December 9, 2019 meeting with edits as discussed. Motion carried unanimously.

Bills: Motion by Schultz, seconded by Sanden to pay the bills as presented and place on file the consent agenda correspondence from Smith, Schaefer & Associates, Ltd. Motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda Item: Motion by Schultz, seconded by Krage to place on file correspondence from Smith Schaefer & Associates, LTD. Motion carried unanimously 

Department Reports: Randy Thesing reported on the continuing progress of the well project.

Sanden Building: At this time Mark Brickl presented an architect drawing of a proposed plan for the repurposing of the Sanden Building. He provided information related to the classification of the building which impacts certain building requirements. Discussion was held regarding the flow of traffic and reasons for the proposed layout along with building requirements due to the proposed community use nature of the structure. Also discussed were opportunities to improve the insulation factor in the event steel is replaced on one or two of the exterior walls. It was noted the roof inspection, completed by Ken Johnston, yielded a good report. 

Chris Peterson provided a history of the project progression. An overview of the services offered by Brickl was provided. Brickl services include architecture design and project management. Project management services include such items as coordinating the bidding process, vetting subcontractors, and ensuring draw requests are reflective of scope completed.  
Schultz inquired whether a cost new for a like size structure not including land was available. Mark Brickl responded a 6,000 square foot structure would cost approximately $600,000. Additional items impacting new cost could include such things as site preparation, connecting to city services, fill and parking area. 

Mark Brickl noted the large area proposed for community gatherings would remain original with the exception of open ductwork required for improved heating of the area. To add a lay in ceiling in this area would increase the costs by approximately $7,000. In closing, he commended outgoing City Administrator Peterson for her work on this project and the local contractors who were generous and timely with providing more detailed cost estimates related to the proposed remodeling of the Sanden Building.  

Closed Session Sanden Property: Mayor Olson stated there is a need to go into closed session to consider offers for the purchase of the Sanden Property pursuant to 13D.05 Subd. 3. Motion by Mathers, seconded by Krage to go into closed session. Motion carried unanimously.  

Present in the closed session include the following: Mayor Olson, Councilmembers Krage, Mathers, Sanden and Schultz, Administrator Quinn and outgoing Administrator Peterson.

The time being 6:40 p.m., motion by Schultz, seconded by Krage to adjourn the closed session and return in open meeting. Motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor restated the purpose of the closed session was to consider offers for the purchase of the Sanden Building. 

Motion was made by Schultz, seconded by Mathers to authorize the proposed a renegotiated purchase price $300,000. Motion carried with Sanden abstaining. 

It was agreed to schedule a special meeting on January 2, 2020 at 6:00 p.m.  for the purpose of discussing the Sanden Building purchase. 

Public comment:  None

Adjourn:  Motion by Schultz, seconded by Krage, to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 p.m. Motion carried unanimously. 



