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Mayor Dave Olson called the City Council meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. November 12, 2019 with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Council present:  Mayor David Olson, Tony Schultz, Emily Krage, and Cody Mathers.  Staff present: Chris Peterson, Suzie Peterson, Michelle Quinn, Matt Mohs/Bolton and Menk, and Brett Hurley.

Public comment:  None

Public Hearing Franchise Agreement: Mayor Olson opened the public hearing regarding the Cable Television Franchise Ordinance with Acentek. Ms. Peterson reported the purpose of the public hearing is due to the franchise agreement being passed as an ordinance. This agreement provides for two “PEG” channels one public, and a second to be utilized by the school. It also provides for a fee to be paid to the City for the privilege to construct, erect, operate, and maintain, television conductors and fixtures along and/or under public ways.  The public hearing closed at 6:06 p.m.

Franchise Agreement: Discussion was held regarding the Franchise Ordinance and fee. It was noted the maximum fee allowable is 5%. Motion by Schultz, seconded by Krage to adopt a 2.5% franchise fee. Motion carried unanimously. Motion by Schultz, seconded by Krage to adopt the Cable Television Franchise Ordinance with Acentek. Motion carried unanimously. Motion by Schultz, seconded by Mathers to add a 2nd PEG channel. Motion carried unanimously. There is a 1% fee for the support of the PEG channels. 

Public Hearing Improvements to Lincoln Street: Mayor Olson opened the public hearing regarding the Lincoln Street project at 6:10p.m. Matt Mohs, representative from Bolton and Menk provided a project overview. Twenty-three parcels will be impacted. Nine property owners attended the informational meeting. Discussion focused on assessment options, sidewalks, trees, and private sewer and water connections. Discussion was held with Lincoln Street property owners. Mayor Olson closed the public hearing at 7:03 p.m.

Lincoln Street: Mayor Olson expressed support to maintain the current street width of 40 feet. Schultz echoed this sentiment. Mayor Olson indicated he is not supportive of including bump outs in the project. Schultz expressed a desire to continue the park sidewalk south to Spruce Street. Mathers expressed support of sidewalks for the benefit of school children. Consideration was given to filling in the sidewalk gap on the east side of Lincoln Street on the 300 block. Mayor Olson indicated the City has assessed 20% of the project costs on other like projects. Since the City assessed 20% on the other projects it makes sense to do the same on this project. Motion by Schultz, seconded by Krage to order improvements and adopt resolution 2019-17 Ordering Improvement and Preparation of Plans with design criteria to include maintaining a 40 foot roadway, no inclusion of bump outs, the continuation of the City Park sidewalk south to Spruce street and the filling of sidewalk gap on the east side of Lincoln street on the 300 block contingent upon right of way. Motion carried unanimously. It was the consensus of the council to assess the minimum 20% to the affected property owners. 

Water Treatment Facility: Motion by Schultz, seconded by Krage, to pay estimate #13 to Wapasha Construction in the amount of $174,254. Motion carried unanimously.

Randy Thesing reported the existing well casing is inadequate.  It was proposed to replace the casing in well #1. This would negate any requirement to drill a new well. Motion by Mathers, seconded by Schultz to approve the Change Order for the water treatment facility contingent upon Department of Health approval. Motion carried unanimously. 

MnDOT Snow Removal Contract and Resolution: Motion by Mathers, seconded by Krage to approve the MnDOT Snow Removal Contract and adopt resolution 2019-18. Motion carried unanimously.

Snow Removal part-time help: Mayor Olson recommended the hire of John Langheinrich as an on-call staff member to assist with snow removal as needed. Motion by Krage, seconded by Mathers to approve the hire of John Langheinrich at a rate of $18.00 per hour to assist the maintenance department as needed. Motion carried unanimously.  

Order for corrections at 409 E. Cedar Street: Discussion was held with regard to the Order for corrections at 409 E. Cedar Street. C Peterson provided an overview of the process and options moving forward. It appeared improvements were initially being made however the property appears to be regressing. Motion by Mathers, seconded by Krage to approve the drafting of an order from council reiterating the Administrators previous sentiments with a deadline for compliance of Friday, December 6, 2019. Motion carried unanimously.

Security Camera Proposal: Discussion was held regarding the Video Security System Design Proposal which would provide for improved technology, recording and viewability. Mathers questioned whether accepting the proposal was premature since the city may be acquiring property for use as the community center. It was noted the proposal does not include electrician expenses. Krage requested a quote for electrician costs. It was agreed to table the request until the next regularly scheduled council meeting. 

Posted Office Hours: The Mayor and C. Peterson proposed to reduce the Friday posted office hours from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Guaranteeing hours with only a staff of two can be challenging. Krage clarified that staff works in addition to guaranteed office hours. Motion by Mathers, seconded by Krage to reduce the guaranteed office hours on Fridays to 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.  

Minutes:  Motion by Krage, seconded by Mathers to approve the minutes of October 28, 2019. 

Bills: Motion by Mathers, seconded by Krage to pay the bills as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 

Department Reports:
Randy Thesing reported on the well project. The hope is to have the blacktop completed soon. Well 3 is being utilized. The sludge has been hauled from the wastewater treatment facility. Damaged bearings have been replaced in the street sweeper. Weather permitting street sweeping will continue.  

Chief Hurley stated a letter has been sent to a Sherman Street property owner regarding a junk vehicle stored in the yard and the need to remove said vehicle. He also reported Lieutenant Tracie Erickson and K9 Roman finished 1st in that nation at the USPCA competition. Lieutenant Erickson trains Roman in the City.  

Connie Verse, Nature Center staff person 
indicated the Nature Center will be open between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday’s during the winter season. The council expressed appreciation for her efforts. 

Adjourn:  MOTION BY Krage, SECONDED BY Mathers, TO ADJOURN MEETING AT 7:52 PM; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
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