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Houston City Council Meeting                         Minutes                                            April 10, 2017 
            
Mayor Dave Olson called the City Council meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. on April 10, 2017 with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Present were:  Mayor David Olson, Kevin Knutson, Cheryl Sanden, Matt Schutte and Emily Krage.  Also present were: Chris 
Peterson, Audrey Hegland, Chief David Breault, Randy Thesing, Ed Jacobs, Eric Leitzen, Marlene Schultz, Floyd Mercer, 
Ellyn Baumann, Arlyn Frauenkron.   
 
Public Comment:  There was no public comment. 
 
City Park – Flag/Planter and Horseshoe Pits:  As part of an Eagle Scout project, the Scouts and Legion will be installing the 
remaining American flags around the Memorial and need to move the large flag and planter base to a different location 
that is acceptable to the City and horseshoe group. The flag base is heavy and would not move well without falling apart. 
The possibility of moving just the flag and not the entire base was discussed.  Mercer was present on behalf of the 
horseshoe group and said that they do not want the horseshoe pit moved to a different location away from the Park, 
saying it has been located there for decades and has become a tradition in the Park during Hoedown. He stated that its 
current site is especially suited for the elderly residents who like to come watch the competition, given its proximity to the 
Park activities and food as well as nearby bathrooms. Suggestion was made by Thesing to move one set of horseshoe pit 
stakes over enough to allow room for the flag to be relocated at the SW corner; this was acceptable to Mercer.  
 
Variance – 110 N. Chase St, Garage Size:  Current Code allows for a maximum of 1,300 total garage size; the applicants 
want to add a second garage which puts them over the allowable size.  The lot is very large and the extra size caused by 
the additional garage does not pose a problem regarding green space requirements.  The Planning Commission has 
reviewed the variance request as per applicable law and recommends to the Council that they approve the request.  
MOTION BY KNUTSON, SECONDED BY SANDEN TO APPROVE THE VARIANCE REQUEST OF SCOTT AND BECKY NELSON 
WITH THE CONDITION THAT THE STRUCTURE MEET ALL REQUIREMENTS OF THE BUILDING CODE; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.     
 
OHV Access and Parking Easement:  Peterson explained the need for the easement in order to have access to land 
already owned by the City for the OHV Park. It comprises three acres for parking lot and a 1.5 acre access. The cost will be 
reimbursed to the City through Grant in Aid funds, and the Council’s approval of the easement agreement is requested. 
Peterson stated this is a perpetual agreement unless mutually agreed upon otherwise by the City and Marlene Schultz or 
her heirs, or if the land is no longer designated as a recreational area.  MOTION BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SANDEN TO 
APPROVE THE EASEMENT PURCHASE AGREEMENT AND TERMS AS PRESENTED; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
OHV Committee Facilitator:  The OHV Advisory Committee will hold its first meeting on Tuesday, May 2, 6:00 in the 
Community Center.  Ron Ziegler of CEDA will be facilitating the meeting; his fee will be paid for out of funds available for 
the OHV.  A Council representative will be appointed to serve as liaison. MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO 
HIRE RON ZIEGLER AS FACILITATOR FOR THE OHV MEETINGS; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Summer Maintenance Staff:  The Personnel Committee met to review all applications reviewed for part-time summer 
maintenance help.  They recommend hiring the same three individuals as last year, subject to pre-employment 
requirements.  The individuals are: Leonard Olson, Les Roesner and Ken Carrier.  Average work hours per week will be 35 
total for the three (15+15+5).  The addition of daily watering the flowers increased the allowed hours to a total of 40 per 
week for the season.  MOTION BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY KNUTSON TO EMPLOY LEONARD OLSON, LES ROESNER AND 
KEN CARRIER FOR A COMBINED TOTAL OF 40 HOURS PER WEEK; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Police – BCA Resolution:  Peterson presented a resolution approving State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements with 
Houston on behalf of its City Attorney and Police Department that will allow the City access to the systems and tools 
available from the State’s criminal justice data communications network (BCA) for a period of five years. MOTION BY 
SANDEN, SECONDED BY KRAGE TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION AS PRESENTED FOR A PERIOD OF FIVE YEARS; MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
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Elm Street and Stoddard Street Project Authorization:  Peterson presented a work order for the 2017 Street and Utility 
Improvements Project between the City and Bolton & Menk, Engineers.  The consulting services to be performed are: a 
topographic and boundary survey, detailed design, plan and specification preparation, bidding services and construction 
staking, engineering, observation and contract management.   
 
The project (Exhibit A) consists of bituminous paving along Elm Street from Erickson Street to the east cl-de-sac; a water 
main extension along Elm Street from Kilborn Street to Stoddard Street, and street, sanitary sewer, and water main 
construction along Stoddard Street from Elm Street north to serve eight lots.  Consultant’s Compensation (Exhibit B) will 
be Survey and design services, $24,820; Construction services $26,840, totaling $51,660.  Also presented was a resolution 
ordering the preparation of plans and specifications and estimated costs for the improvement as listed above. Total cost 
for the work described is estimated at close to $386,000.   
 
The lots available are currently being sold with no assessments charged.  MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY KNUTSON 
TO PLACE A PRICE OF $12,000 FOR EACH OF THE EIGHT STODDARD STREET LOTS; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
MOTION MADE BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SANDEN TO APPROVE THE WORK ORDER FOR THE TWO STREETS (ELM AND 
STODDARD) TO BE COMPLETED THIS SUMMER/FALL, AND TO HIRE BOLTON & MENK AS CONSULTANTS; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO ACCEPT THE RESOLUTION TO CONSTRUCT THE STREET IMPROVEMENTS, 
SANITARY SEWER, WATER MAIN, DRAINAGE AND RELATED INFRASTRUCTURE ON ELM STREET NORTH WHICH WILL SERVE 
THE EIGHT LOTS BEING PLACED FOR SALE; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Question was raised as to when the final layer will be placed on Ellsworth Street. Thesing stated the final layer will be 
placed down when the weather is warmer.  The money that was for reseeding and the repairing the lawn areas that had 
been torn up during the street project will not be released until this work has been satisfactorily completed. 
 
Community Center Roof:  Even though the plan is not to spend any more money on the old building, the south side roof 
has sustained wind and rain damage and will soon be leaking.  A bid from Affordable Siding and Roofing has been 
submitted for $6,875 to reroof this section as covered by insurance.  MOTION BY KNUTSON, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO 
APPROVE THE BID FROM AFFORDABLE SIDING AND ROOFING FOR $6,875 TO REROOF THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE 
COMMUNITY CENTER; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
I.T. Email Exchange:  Peterson has been working on improving the City’s email, back-up and antivirus services.  Proposal is 
to have a designated email server, all under one group that will be managed by Peterson or AcenTek.  The emails 
synchronize better with a mail server, and will also have a shared calendar. Cost will be $5/month for email addresses for 
all City staff.  MOTION BY KRAGE, SECONDED BY KNUTSON TO ACCEPT THE I.T. EMAIL EXCHANGE RECOMMENDATION AS 
PRESENTED BY PETERSON; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Tree Board Member Appointment – Karen Todd:  MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO APPOINT KAREN 
TODD TO THE TREE BOARD; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Arbor Day Proclamation:  A proclamation declaring the official Arbor Day was read by Mayor Dave Olson that stated the 
Saturday, April 22 is the time for planting of shrubs at the Houston Nature Center; he also proclaimed that the April 22 
planting is a Houston Arbor Day event.  This proclamation demonstrates the commitment and support of Houston’s public 
officials for the community tree program and completes the requirements for becoming a Tree City USA. 
 
Upcoming Training/Meetings:  Community Center Meeting 7 p.m, April 26; OHV Meeting, May 2; LMC Conference. 
June 14-16. 
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Minutes:  MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY KRAGE TO APPROVE THE MARCH 13 CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES; 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  MOTION MADE BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SANDEN TO APPROVE THE MARCH 20 
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Financial Report/Review of Bills: MOTION TO PAY THE BILLS BY KRAGE, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Department Reports: 

City Park Playground Project:  Representatives from Leathers & Associates will be in Houston on May 10 and 11th 
for an official Design Day, which will mark the beginning of the Park renovation project.  They will spend May 10 
interviewing various user groups, especially spending time with elementary children to get their input on what they would 
like the playground to include. Then on the 11th, a community-wide meeting will be held where they will present an 
overview of the project and sketch of the playground based on the opinions and information they had received the day 
before. This will hallmark the official beginning of the project.   

Maintenance:  Thesing reported that preparations for spring are underway; sludge is being hauled, grass will soon 
have to be mowed, pot holes in the street filled, and sewers flushed. He especially asked that homeowners do not have 
their sump pumps emptying into the floor drains or the sanitary sewer as this increases the water that must be treated 
and costs extra money.  Instead it should drain outside into the storm sewers.   

City Administrator:  The Community Center rugs need to be replaced at a cost of $200.  Buying new rugs is 
cheaper than contracting with a rug company on a regular basis.          
 
Adjournment:  MOTION TO ADJOURN AT 6:58 PM MADE BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SANDEN; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
 
 
 
 
 


